
Barnstable High School
Senior Year Post High School Planning Steps

2021-2022

1. Common Application & Essay (Fall Senior Year)

As a reminder, most of your work with applying to college will be through the Common Application.  Please
review and complete your Common Application throughout the fall.  I will provide you with your Official GPA
and Decile Rank in late September for you to put into your Common Application.  PLEASE REMEMBER TO
RECORD YOUR LOG-IN INFORMATION.
https://www.commonapp.org/

2. Self-Reflection

All students should have been introduced and started their Self-Reflection.  Counselors and teachers may use
this information to help write your letters of recommendation; therefore, your answers need to be thoughtful,
thorough and complete.  Your counselor shared this document with you in the spring.  If you need it to be
shared with you again, please let your counselor know.

3. Inviting Guidance Counselor and Teachers to Upload Recommendations to your Common Application
(Fall Senior Year)

Once you have added a school to your Common Application, please click on that school in “My Colleges” and go
to the “FERPA and Recommenders” section. Please complete the FERPA section and invite me (counselor) and
your teacher(s) through the recommender section. Once you invite me and your teachers in the recommender
section, we will be able to upload your Recommendations, Transcript, School Report, and School Profile for
submission to your schools.

4. Financial Aid: FAFSA (After October 1st of Senior Year)

The FAFSA should be completed by your parents/guardian for federal financial aid.  You can begin the FAFSA
application after October 1st of your senior year. The link below will take you to the FAFSA website.
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa

In addition to the FAFSA, some private colleges may require the CSS Profile for institutional aid.  If your private
college requires the CSS Profile please use the link below to complete the application.
https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/?excmpid=vt-00231

5. Transcript Request Form (2 weeks before applying to colleges)

Two weeks before you apply to college, please complete the Transcript Request Form.  The Transcript Request
Form indicates to me that you are ready to apply to your colleges and that I need to begin to put together your
counselor recommendation, transcript, and teacher recommendations to submit to your colleges.
If you’re applying to schools during the Early Application Phase, please only submit these schools on the form.
You can then submit a later form if you are also applying to colleges during the Regular Decision Phase.  If
you’re only applying to schools during the Regular Decision Phase, please submit this form when you’re ready.
If you have schools that are not on the Common Application, please indicate on this form and include
the admissions email address for that school(s) and I will send your college materials to that school
through email.

https://www.commonapp.org/
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa
https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/?excmpid=vt-00231


6. Sending Application Materials (1 week before deadlines)
Your responsibility is to send your completed applications, FAFSA, and Test Scores (if needed) to the colleges.

● Common App schools - Send applications directly through Common App
● Non-Common App schools -  Complete the school’s specific application from their website and submit

electronically.

7. Standardized Testing

For this application season, most colleges are not requiring standardized tests (ACT or SAT).  However, there
are a few that do still require the scores, and you may choose to send your scores to any college.  If you do
choose to take the ACT or SAT, you are encouraged to self-report your test scores on your applications.  In
addition, some schools may require you to have your scores sent directly from the testing company.   If you
were unable to test or you have questions whether you should send your scores, please contact me and I can
help you determine if you should send your test scores to the institution.

8. Cape Cod Community College Pathways Program (December-June)

Cape Cod Community College is a great opportunity for many students to start their college experience.
Detailed information about the CCCC Pathways Program will be provided to you in January of this year so that
you can sign up for this great program with the college.  The Pathways Program allows you to attend a field trip
to the College, followed by direct support from the admissions office in completing your application and
picking your classes for the fall semester.  If you’re interested in being a part of this program with the college,
please make sure to sign up once you receive information about the program.

9. Military (Entire Senior Year)

For those of you interested in the military following high school, please let me know and I will provide you
with the contact information for our local Army, Navy, Air Force, or Marines recruiters.

10. Scholarships (Winter/Spring Senior Year)

Scholarship bulletins are posted each month for you to view and complete.  Please go to the BHS Student
Support Website and in the College and Career Planning Section you will find the Scholarship Tab.  Our annual
February Scholarship Bulletin will be posted in early February and includes many scholarships for you to view.
Please see the link below that will take you to the Scholarship site.
https://www.barnstable.k12.ma.us/Page/1135

Please enjoy this process.  If you have any questions please send me an email and we can discuss your
questions.  I am also happy to set up a meeting with you to make recommendations about your post-high
school planning based on your interests and goals for life after high school.

Best,

School Counselor
Barnstable High School

https://www.barnstable.k12.ma.us/Page/1135

